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Central Coast Regional Task Force Meeting: The Task Force'’s Cenfral Coast
Regional Meeting will be held in Santa Cruz on May 11 with field tours
scheduled for May 12. The agenda includes a keynote address by Senator
John Laird (CA-17), an analysis of the Central Coast's unique ecosystems and
fire management challenges, innovation in collaboration, and a discussion of
the complex regulatory requirements inherent with coastal management and
planning. Registration is now closed for in-person attendance but a Zoom
option is available for virtual attendance. Tour registration is open until May 10.

Planscape News: Planscape is a decision support tool fo maximize wildfire
resilience and ecological benefits. The latest news on Planscape is summarized
in the April Newsletter. Coming soon is the Explore section of the tool, which
allows users to visualize data from the Regional Resource Kits, is being tested as
we conduct numerous product demonstrations weekly. Planscape is a
collaborative effort by the California Natural Resources Agency and USFS, with
support from Google.org, and the Spatial Informatics Group (SIG).

USFS Grants Will Increase Equitable Access to Urban Tree Canopy: The U.S.
Forest Service is requesting proposals from entities that are working to provide
equitable access to trees and green spaces and the benefits they provide.
The funding, made possible by the Inflation Reduction Act, is part of a $1.5
billion investment in the USES’ Urban and Community Forestry Program. Of the
total funding, the USFS is allocating nearly $47 million to the Pacific Southwest
Region — $43.2 million to California. The application period ends June 1.

USFS Issues Old Growth Technical and Reforestation Strategy Reports: USDA
Forest Service and the U.S. Department of the Interior have worked together
on two reports required under Executive Order 14072 (4/27/2022) that calls for
strengthening the nation's forests, communities, and local economies.

e Mature and Old-Growth Forests: Definition, Identification, and Initial
Inventory on Lands Managed by the Forest Service and Bureau of Land
Management contains the first national inventory of old-growth and
mafture forests on these lands.

e Reforestation Goals and Assessments, and a Climate-Informed Plan to
Increase Federal Seed and Nursery Capacity in which DOI and USDA
outline an agency-specific target to reforest over 2.3 million acres
nationwide by 2030. The report also includes an opportunity assessment
of voluntary reforestation through federal programs and partnerships.

USFS Awards Over $9M to Strengthen California Wood Products Economy and
Local Jobs. 14 California projects were selected for funding through USFS' new
Wood Products Infrastructure Assistance grant program. This program was

highly competitive, and California had many more successful applicants than
any other state. This is a testament to the great work that has been
happening in the state to support wood utilization in California over the past
few years.

wildfiretaskforce.org


https://wildfiretaskforce.org/central-coast-regional-meeting/
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/central-coast-regional-meeting/
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/TF_CentCoast_Agenda04_25v4.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sktktVUpQ8iho3W7jUbnBA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sktktVUpQ8iho3W7jUbnBA
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/planscape/
https://www.planscape.org/updates/april-2023
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/regional-resource-kits-page/
https://cgccc04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/GD+113/cGccC04/VWPZnP3PdWdKW7wNGN13v4nb6W3wqskQ4ZV0GQM5Y3jD3lSbtV1-WJV7CgLTnVSMQfL7gMqqjN96qWBPx-NNQVW0VJq60yQ5qW4ycvhP8557h1W7scrb39gjHKHW6ccg5s4HY3q6W1lgjGs6Pj2-MW2RCftM5b61DCW4Vk4Rr4dShzlW8_rCZb6ZWd2xW5hSxcb545KCCW7pS4Fy8v574xW3Wcwk47PPYdXW88LYpK8V3KkrW3--RQT8TTzKgW1_k59C1cmVzvW878yKr6wrjTqW8Ksm0G91bh0RN3tBZTqbVXlzW2VYKSd1mYhV-36Gw1
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DRazkIcZuYWSum0lzfAra5ImJzjejVEZXTBcAcGTas-2BI-2FinuiM11L4yoM07dNwirIHfSZbMqZ-2Bz1WOnQGOic-2BcrN5JHtgysj8euxmjRqOdOcDt-2BxV8y3eA9o0XpVM7clBzmgnjPAOPtrqbGEZbBg7Yfyh-2F-2BPxyIQXJ8Ddt52qkafvwgVbwOaTzo1dogel-2BIZoYTDVo9-2FFyejWHwXTAM1V7w-3D-3DvpTS_QjdInZSL6pranptF-2FgyoZhJz9FNBOs0BqgFty2aTOVjuEMAV-2FJXq6myE-2FsmB6G-2FPrDdFztho54OSzSFC9Hw0JTemHC1rlt8BlSKwqz8oMOaHNCnQWHZPQZ2D4-2FREUlkak7AuQlOfFW2hFnloM18ozau8U7EuJTQvHyNGkRXufHNFSAJ5VlBagQzB0WF108-2Fo9pDtaYXOhaSKL8H1zuNbyUNbfeXjPJ4hghzHy5CD-2Bstft4z8GvnmjaVyuSFfCqSdaHyYv8KNkMxMSgKQ67NYPnLIR8bUxX8W8-2BhiTMeITkTrajMF13F8RfyENWcwgRsvkmce5bIy2dp3z-2Fe9FYocvIP6fcRTtXqSvaDaFkPlbP-2Bmrid6q-2FRMJV1VsA34kJ-2FjxHoGeLzb9rNr9PCF8zeSqA-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckristen.merrill%40fire.ca.gov%7C8fcf9610aeae415d92f908db3b72d20c%7C447a4ca05405454dad68c98a520261f8%7C1%7C0%7C638169136581723089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wre9Iufx6Ai7PE8qv6JZDUVXwBu7nDLcJe4EnJfJI48%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DRazkIcZuYWSum0lzfAra5CHVqNAZJpUYscKnO-2BrgkWR5CAWaAB-2BXKpTGR84ajW4ocr-2B-2FlynVv6uwrFXrEc3khw-3D-3Dyu1E_QjdInZSL6pranptF-2FgyoZhJz9FNBOs0BqgFty2aTOVjuEMAV-2FJXq6myE-2FsmB6G-2FPrDdFztho54OSzSFC9Hw0JTemHC1rlt8BlSKwqz8oMOaHNCnQWHZPQZ2D4-2FREUlkak7AuQlOfFW2hFnloM18ozau8U7EuJTQvHyNGkRXufHNFSAJ5VlBagQzB0WF108-2Fo9pDtaYXOhaSKL8H1zuNbyUNbfeXjPJ4hghzHy5CD-2BsuB5MitSIvOQJEOqSrX8KgxG3t9bAnE1fXUhy-2FK7Xg6xx4IOgf6hp8dxT8z-2FbzqBxjfDzWKth4j-2Bq3FYTipJaJSv11e6Y9vjUwY-2FtiY-2FQY3kudlYwnRiWLt9dZZFk5aj-2FB0jBvrMPSqUn5p8tNRhCNPp1l3fYcgG2fuBqm4V-2FsyKw-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckristen.merrill%40fire.ca.gov%7C8fcf9610aeae415d92f908db3b72d20c%7C447a4ca05405454dad68c98a520261f8%7C1%7C0%7C638169136581723089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xBAocMf%2BNVijXQk%2FYxutWPoVXtBLa6lM0FtYwKgsGdI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/04/27/2022-09138/strengthening-the-nations-forests-communities-and-local-economies
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/mature-and-old-growth-forests-tech.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/mature-and-old-growth-forests-tech.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/mature-and-old-growth-forests-tech.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/joint-reforestation-report.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/joint-reforestation-report.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fscience-technology%2Fenergy-forest-products%2Fwood-innovation%2Fwood-products-infrastructure-assistance-grants&data=05%7C01%7Ckristen.merrill%40fire.ca.gov%7Ce27902bc77fa430d55ee08db4ccd975a%7C447a4ca05405454dad68c98a520261f8%7C1%7C0%7C638188218117424084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vFbygQHbkk%2FV4kyoJe8LkpVcJWiGWx290zK7JZDfuUA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fdetail%2Fr5%2Fnews-events%2F%3Fcid%3DFSEPRD1099206&data=05%7C01%7Ckristen.merrill%40fire.ca.gov%7Ce27902bc77fa430d55ee08db4ccd975a%7C447a4ca05405454dad68c98a520261f8%7C1%7C0%7C638188218117424084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XBYeq7GxtPU5%2FESMYgNjiR772gaaJigRxqidsa9pn34%3D&reserved=0

STATE
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LOCAL
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CAL FIRE Invests Over $142 Million in Forest Health: On April 24, CAL FIRE’s
Forest Health Program awarded 27 grants tofaling $142.6 million to local and
regional partners implementing projects on state, local, tribal, federal, and
private lands spanning over 75,000 acres and 24 counties. Fuels reduction and
prescribed fire freatments funded under these grants are aimed at reducing
excess vegetation and returning forest and oak woodlands to more fire,
drought, and pest-resilient conditions. Ten awarded projects focus on post-fire
reforestation and regeneration activities over the landscape of 11
catastrophic fires in California over the past 10 years.

CNRA Invests Over $47 Million in Urban Greening: On April 6, the California
Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) awarded 23 grants totaling $47.5 million
through the Urban Greening Grant Program. The selected projects will create
more sustainable communities by using natural and green infrastructure
approaches, such as replacing schoolyard asphalt with native trees, plants,
pollinator gardens and nature-based outdoor play areas, restoring wetlands
or riparian corridors, or constructing new commuter paths to reduce vehicles
miles fraveled.

Cadlifornia Climate Investments Program Publishes Annual Report: 2023 Annual
Report to the Legislature on California Climate Investments Using Cap-and-
Trade Auction Proceeds. As of November 2022, California Climate Investments
programs have implemented over $9.3 billion in addition to $4.3 billion in
expenditures by the High-Speed Rail Project for a total of $13.6 billion. The
investments are delivering major economic, environmental, and public health
benefits for Californians, including meaningful benefits to disadvantaged
communities and low-income communities and households.

OPR Publishes Progress Report on California’s Climate Adaptation Strategy: The
Office of Planning and Research issued a progress report on actions over the
past year to build climate resilience across California. Nearly three-quarters of
the Climate Adaptation Strategy’'s 350+ metrics across nearly 150 actions are
well underway, ongoing, or completed, with the remaining metrics in the early
stages of scoping or beginning project work.

CDPH Publishes California Wildfire Smoke and Air Pollution Health Burden
Mapping Dashboard. California Department of Public Health's dashboard
shows the health burden (excess emergency room visits) related to air
pollution and wildfire smoke. It allows users to visualize the burden in any zip
code of interest, as well as how the burden is distributed among races and
ages, and proximity to medical facilities, schools, historical wildfires and Air
Quality readings. The dashboard is based on data in the publication, Wildfires
and the Changing Landscape of Air Pollution-related Health Burden in
Cdlifornia. The dashboard was supported in part by a grant from the CAL
FIRE's Forest Health Research Program, as part of California Climate
Investments.

Prescribed Fire Fly-Along: A YouTube video produced by The Nature
Conservancy depicts the application, science and intention behind the
application of intentionally-ignited fire.
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Notes From the Field, TNC's Efforts in the Sierra Nevada: A YouTube video
produced by The Nature Conservancy cinematically highlights SNC efforts in
the Sierra Nevada. The video also follows Sierra Nevada Project Manager
Angel Hertslet into the forest.as she and the team conduct a controlled burn
in French Meadows.

Federal Project Highlight - Forest Health and Fire Resilient Rural Communities in
Trinity County: A project being completed on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest
is Phase 3 of a Joint Chiefs Landscape Partnership aimed at protecting the
rural communities and natural resources of Trinity County, a landscape
highlighted in the Wildfire Crisis Strategy to protect communities and improve
resilience in America'’s forests. The area, on the southern edge of the Trinity
Alps Wilderness was selected for freatment because of its strategic
importance in protecting nearby communities from wildfire. The project will
also address new threats created by the post-fire landscape from the 2020
and 2021 wildfires.

State Project Highlight - Los Gatos Creek Watershed Collaborative Forest
Health Project: Formed in 2020, the Los Gatos Creek Watershed Collaborative
—including San Jose Water, Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, Santa
Clara Fire Safe Council, and Santa Clara County Parks — is implementing a
landscape-scale project to create ecosystem and wildfire resilience while
enhancing the safety of communities in southern Silicon Valley. CAL FIRE's
Forest Health program has funded the 2-phased effort, the first phase (funded
in 2021) focused on an interconnectable mosaic pattern of treatment areas
covering 955 acres on which the risk of catastrophic wildfire threatened
sensitive native and endemic species and habitats and Lexington and Elsman
reservoirs which supply drinking water to over 100,000 residents. CAL FIRE
recently awarded a $6.34 million grant for the second phase which adds two
new community partners and 841 new acres.

AB 297 (Fong) Wildfires: local assistance grant program: advance payments:
Would extend the sunset date for advance payments of Wildfire Prevention
grant awards from 2024 until 2034.

AB 338 (Aguiar-Curry) Public works: definition: Would make fuel reduction work
done as part of a fire mitigation project subject to prevailing wages, as
stipulated.

AB 388 (Connolly) Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan: implementation
strategies: roadmap: Would require the Director of CAL FIRE, in consultation
with the Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force (Task Force), to establish a
roadmap for developing and deploying larger landscape level projects to
contribute to the achievement of the goals outlined in the implementation
strategy.

AB 692 (Patterson) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: egress

route projects: fire safety: Would create a CEQA exemption for egress route
projects undertaken by a public agency in fire-prone subdivisions that have
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been identified by the BOF as lacking in sufficient egress routes. This
exemption would expire on 1/1/2030.

AB 788 (Petrie-Norris) Fire prevention: grant programs: reporting: Would require
the Task Force to compile and post annual updates on its website about state
and federal grant programs related to fire prevention by 7/1/2024.

SB 310 (Dodd) Prescribed fire: civil liability: cultural burns: Would extend civil
liability protections to burn bosses who are not certified by the OSFM. Would
give Native American tribes the authority to grant themselves permission to
conduct cultural burns, and to do so without a burn plan or proper risk
mitigation if they are within “ancestral territory,” as defined. Would allow the
CNRA Secretary to enter into agreements with tribes in support of tribal
sovereignty for cultural burning and create a Cultural Burn Working Group.

SB 436 (Dodd) Wildfire safety: The California Wildfire Mitigation Strategic
Planning Act: Would create a framework for evaluating wildfire mitigation
investments taken by state, federal and private actors and coordinate utility
wildfire mitigation efforts across California to increase the overall effectiveness
and cost-effectiveness of wildfire related investments.

SB 504 (Dodd) Wildfires: defensible space: grant programs: local governments:
Would require CAL FIRE to give priority to a qualified local government entity
located within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) or High FHSZ who is
applying for a wildfire prevention grant, that provides Defensible Space
Assessment data to CAL FIRE using a required common reporting platform. This
bill would also require people who own a building or structure in fire-prone
areas fo maintain and space fuels around their property.

SB 475 (Limon) Prescribed grazing: local assistance grant program: Regional
Forest and Fire Capacity Program: Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force:
Would require CAL FIRE to prioritize outreach and fire prevention projects that
include prescribed grazing while eliminating the sunset date for advance
payment authority. Would also require the Range Management Advisory
Committee to develop guidance for local/regional prescribed grazing plans.
Would also require CAL FIRE to consult with the RMAC to increase prescribed
grazing opportunities within the Wildfire Prevention Grants program, while
expanding the program to fund prescribed grazing infrastructure.

ACA 2 (Alanis) Public resources: Water and Wildfire Resiliency Act of 2023:
Would establish the Water and Wildfire Resiliency Fund (Fund) and require that
3% of California’s total annual revenue be transferred to the Fund. 50% of the
revenue provided to the Fund would be for forest health and maintenance
projects and fuel reduction projects.

ALERTCalifornia Launches to Provide Essential Tools to Understand and Adapt
to Natural Disasters. UC San Diego Today, May 3, 2023.

NASA teams with Forest Service to tally America’s oldest trees. Lake County
News, April 30, 2023.
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Many California hospitals are near wildfire danger zones. The Washington
Post, April 30, 2023. ($)

House bill to improve accountability for wildfire prevention work advances to
floor. NBC News, April 28, 2023.

US inventory: old forests cover area larger than California. KOMO News, April
23, 2023.

Lawsuit over water pollution could curb use of aerial retardant to fight wildfires.
PBS.org, April 23, 2023.

Talking good fire: A conversation with Drew Nelson. The Senfinel, April 18, 2023.

U.S. forests face an unclear future with climate change. UC Santa Barbara,
The Current, April 6, 2023.

Fierce fires lessen a forest’s appetite for carbon. Nature, April 5, 2023.

Downslope Wind-Driven Fires in the Western United States. Abatzoglou et al.
EGU, Earth's Future, May 2023. Vol 11, Issue 5

Carbon stored in live ponderosa pines in the Sierra Nevada will not return to
pre-drought (2012) levels during the 21st century due to bark beetle
outbreaks. Robbins et al. Frontiers in Environmental Science, 2023; 11.

Reduced fire severity offers near-term buffer to climate-driven declines in
conifer resilience across the western United States. Davis et al. Ecology, March
2023, 120(11).

National Forest Foundation’s 2023 Matching Awards Program (MAP): MAP:
Connecting People to Forests focuses primarily on in-person community

engagement and completion of appropriate stewardship activities. Program
goals are to create lasting change that will allow all communities, especially
underserved communifies, opportunities to benefit from activities on National
Forest System lands or adjacent public lands. Application deadline is June 7.

Wildfire Recovery and Forest Resilience Directed Grants Program: SNC is

accepting concept proposals for projects that support the planning and
implementation of forest health projects that promote wildfire recovery and
forest resilience. Proposals are due June 16.

May 17: L.A. Moran Reforestation Center Open House: CAL FIRE is hosting an
open house at the Reforestation Center in Davis. This event will recognize the
100+ year history of LAMRC while looking ahead to its bright future.

May 19: Webinar - Community Impacts of Prescribed Fire: Findings from WUI
communities from listening sessions and a survey of medically vulnerable
adults. CAL FIRE's Fire and Resource Assessment Program (FRAP) is hosting a
webinar from Sumi Hoshiko af the CA Department of Public Health and Dr.
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Ana Rappold at the US Environmental Protection Agency on a Forest Health
Research Program project.

May 19: Webinar - Prescribed Herbivory for Fuels Reduction: Cal Poly-San Luis
Obispo’s Fuels Management Training Program is hosting a webinar focus on
grazing planning and permitting in California. The webinar will be held May 19,
9 a.m.to 12: 30 p.m.

May 20: Field Workshop - Fuels Treatments in the Wildland Urban Interface: Call
Poly-San Luis Obispo’s Fuels Management Training Program is hosting a field
workshop on May 20 from 9 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. to learn from experts in restoration
ecology about how to integrate a whole systems approach to vegetation
management and fuels treatments at the Occidental Arts and Ecology
Center.

May through June: Cone Camp 2023: Cone Camp is a series of three 2-day
trainings on cone monitoring across the state, organized by CAL FIRE, US Forest
Service Region 5 and American Forests.

e Southern Sierra: Mtn. Home Demonstration State Forest, May 31-June 1

e Northern Sierra: Georgetown, June 14-15

e North State: Mt. Shasta, June 28-29 (Waitlisted)

June 21-22: Cadlifornia Forest Pest Council Annual Tour: Save the date for the
Pest Council’'s Annual Weed Committee Tour. June 21-22 in Humboldt County.

October 25-26: California Wildfire Conference: Coastal Quest, in partnership
with Ventura County Wildfire Collaborative, is proud to present the inaugural
California Wildfire Conference at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library in
Simi Valley, Ventura County.
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