Central Coast Survey Results:

Santa Cruz County

Stakeholder Input on Priority Areas of Investment
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Importance of investments for healthy and resilient forests
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Importance of investments for healthy and resilient shrublands

Roadside ignition prevention

Utility hardening/undergrounding

Restrict public activities during peak
fire weather to reduce ignitions

Increase wildland patroling capacity to
reduce ignitions

Tree planting to create ember screen

Invasive plant species management

Restoration of disturbed or
degraded habitat

Reduce conversion of natural lands
More efficient NEPA/CEQA process

Reduce regulatory barriers

Increase land management
workforce capacity

Prescribed livestock grazing
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Importance of investments for carbon storage

Reduce extent of high-severity fires
(in forest ecosystems)

Reduce frequency of wildfire
in shrubland ecosystems

Reduce land conversion
to development

Increase capacity to convert biomass
to sustainable wood products

Post-fire reforestation

L 40
- 20

- 40
- 20
-0

40
- 20
-0

-40
-20
-0

Not
important

Less
important

Moderately
important

Extremely
important

Santa Cruz - 2

- 40
-20
-0

Number of Respondents

Number of Respondents



Importance of investments for fire safety and preparedness

Reduce fuels loads to reduce hazard

Maintain strategic fuel breaks

Improve infrastructure for emergencies

Protect critical infrastructure

Protect specific cultural or
ecological resources

Investments in home hardening
and defensible space

Update building codes

Public engagement on emergency
preparedness

Public engagement on preparing
homes or private land

Public engagement on ignition reduction
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Importance of investments for social and cultural well-being

Increase public access to natural lands

Reduce impact of forest treatment
activites on local community

Increase access to spiritually and
culturally important sites

Increase tribally-led land management
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Importance of investments for economically robust communities

Investments in biomass industry

Investments in outdoor recreation
and tourism industry

Investments in timber industry

Investments in wood products industry

Rural resident workforce training

Increased housing to support workforce

More equitable economic opportunities
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Importance of investments for biodiversity conservation

Increased protection of particular
plant or animal species

Management of invasive or non-native
plant or animal species

Restoration of wildlife habitat

Increase habitat connectivity

Reduce conflict between habitat management
& treatment for wildfire hazard reduction

Integrate climate change adaptation into
conservaticn planning

Public engagement to reduce
human-wildlife conflict
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Importance of investments for air quality

Mechanical forest treatments

Prescribed fire to reduce wildfire risk

Reduce smoke induced public health
impacts from prescribed fire

Public access to clean air shelter
during smoke events

Public access to healthcare
during smoke events

Public access to personal protective
equipment during smoke events

Public education on what to do
during smoke events

Regulations to protect vulnerable
populations from smoke exposure

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
from regional activities
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Importance of investments for water security

Secure water supply for
residential use

Extremely
important

Secure water supply for
economic use

Reduce regulatory barriers

Address constraints related to
water rights

Optimize water applications

Address water pollution impacts
to humans

Address water pollution impacts
to ecosystem

Ecosystem restoration to protect
watershed

Reduce soil erosion
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